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tion including the claims of life and of mind harmonising
matter and spirit/'20

India is a vast country with rich ancient cultural tradi-
tions. It also maintained good traditions in the field of
higher learning and research. Significant contributions had
been made to the advancement of knowledge by scholars,
philosophers and religious leaders. The works of Kalidasa
in the field of literature, Adi-Sankara in the field of philo-
sophy, Aryabhatta in the field of mathematics and science
and Charaka in the field of Medicine have made important
contributions, which fact is well recognised all over the
world even today.

But these institutions of higher learning did not sur
vive in the later periods because of pressures of succes-
sive invasions of Islam and of the West. In the medieval
periods, to some extent Mohammedan rulers established
colleges (Madarsahs) at Lahore, Delhi, Rampur, Lucknow,
Allahabad, Jaunpur, Ajmir and Bidar though on sectarian
grounds. The curriculum of these colleges included sub-
jects like grammar, rhetoric, logic, law, geometry, astro-
nomy, natural philosophy, metaphysics, theology and
poetry. Sher Shah, a Muslim ruler, was a student of Jaun-
pur College where he studied history, philosophy, Arabic,
and Persian literature. But these institutions disappeared
by the end of sixteenth century having become obsolete.

However, by the end of eighteenth century,
Warren Hastings, the First Governor-General, founded
the Calcutta Madarsah in 1781 and included the course of
study on traditional pattern. Similarly, Sir William Jones,
who organised the Asiatic Society of Bengal in 1784, and
Jonathan Duncan who established the Sanskrit College in
Benaras in 1792, also propagated the spread of education
in India on traditional lines.

It was only in the middle of the nineteenth century,
the then Government, in accordance with ideas and efforts
of educationalists of the day, Charles Grant, Minto, Raja
Ramamohan Roy and Lord Macaulay, began providing edu-
cational facilities on Western lines to its subjects in India.